AMUSEMENTS
1924 and set a fashion for the whole world, are said to have
started at Cambridge two years previously. The elaborate type
of hoax was another Oxford borrowing from Cambridge. For
example, a number of dons attended Dr. Emil Busch's well-
advertised psychological lecture and many were impressed by
his foreign accent, stimulating argument, and complicated
vocabulary. He was an undergraduate in a false beard. Then
there was the duel in November 1923 at Gods tow near Fair
Rosamund's Tower between cloaked figures armed with pistols.
After the first exchange one duellist fell bleeding, and doctors
ran up to bandage him. The subject of the duel was reported in
the London Press to be an 'undergraduette of Somerville', and
great excitement was aroused. But no names came out; and the
blood was only red ink after all.
There was a fashion at both universities for eccentric clubs.
In 1921 there was an Oxford University Hide-and-Seek Club
that had one very successful meet on Boar's Hill, in and out of
the gardens of the professors and prominent literary people who
had made it the most distinguished hill in England. At Cam-
bridge, on the other hand, there was a University Pavement
Club, whose members united in agreeing that there was too
much rush in modern life. One Saturday, at midday, members
of the club sat for an hour on the pavements in King's Parade,
passing the time with tiddley-winks, noughts and crosses,
marbles and nap, reading and even knitting. While they were
so engaged, a Proctor passed and they had to break the rules of
the club in order to stand in his presence while he took then-
names; he was so sympathetic that after he had gone the club
unanimously elected him their president. They then bound
themselves to sit for another tour next week and carried a
resolution that lunch-baskets should be brought. All passers-by
were invited to join in, 'in order to secure that unanimity which
is essential to pavement life5. Then there was the Oxford Rail-
way Club, formed to popularize the pleasure of drinking on
trains at night. A party of a dozen young men in full evening
dress would board the Penzance-Aberdeen express at Oxford
and travel on it as far as Leicester; they would return at once by
the Aberdeen-Penzance express. On the outward journey they
would dine, and on the way back make speeches. Both univer-
sities had climbing clubs, the members of which did a number
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